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DNA methylation alterations underlie the carcinogenic
process from its earliest stages. This is characterized by
global losses of DNA methylation coupled with localized
ectopic gains of DNA methylation at CpG islands, which are
frequently associated with gene expression changes. A
homeostatic balance between heterochromatin and
euchromatin is essential to genomic stability. This Special
Issue will give an overview of the various aspects that these
epigenetic changes represent in cancer. Topics of interest
will include but are not limited to the following: potential
biomarkers for early detection and important prognostic
and predictive markers to improve therapeutic
interventions; the detection of these biomarkers through
less invasive or noninvasive procedures; new therapeutic
approaches based on epigenetic reprograming; improved
knowledge of the cellular processes aﬀected by such early
changes in the context of future functional studies.
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Cancers is an international online journal addressing both
clinical and basic science issues related to cancer research.
The journal is publishing in Open Access format, which will
certainly evolve to ensure that the journal takes full
advantage of the rapidly changing world of information
and knowledge dissemination. It publishes high-quality
clinical, translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as well
as other related topics, particularly to capture the most
seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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